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Austen’s Dirty Dozen

1. If this novel is considered a novel of manners, what does it teach us about manners, behavior and society?

2. What role does the land play in the novel, specifically in the courtship of Elizabeth and Darcy?

3. How does the novel explore issues of power? How do we know who is powerful? What are the consequences of not honoring that power?

4. What is the role of education and intellectual development in the novel? What does Austen propose?

5. What are the varieties of marriage arrangements explored in the novel? What does Austen prefer?

6. Is it possible to see Pride and Prejudice as embracing ideas of feminism? Which ones? To what end?

7. In what ways are the ideas of the wild and the civilized/cultivated contrasted? What is privileged? To what end?

8. What is the role of deceit and revelation in the novel? What does each bring about? What does Austen suggest through these motifs?

9. What is the place of knowledge and self-knowledge in the novel? How do we see each develop? What is Austen’s final position on this issue?

10. What do you make of the form and structure of the novel? What is the route that the reader must take to understanding? How does that connect to the characters’ journeys?

11. What is the role of language in the novel? What do you make of the circuitous methods of communication? Of the letters? How does this reflect on the characters and on the novel as a whole?

12. How are women’s bodies figured in the novel? For whose gaze? What position does the reader occupy in looking at them? What does Austen accomplish through this portrayal?
Bridget Jones’ Dirty Dozen

1. How does the physical body figure in the novel? What do you make of Bridget’s emphasis on her appearance? How does that compare and contrast to the female characters in Pride and Prejudice?

2. What is the role of courtship and marriage in Bridget Jones’s Diary? How is it discussed? What are the options? How does this compare to Austen?

3. What do you make of the self-conscious foregrounding of the character of Darcy? What does Fielding accomplish by using this character and his history?

4. What are the signs of status and power in the novel? How do they operate for both men and women? What does Fielding suggest through them?

5. How does the form and structure of the novel as diary entries operate for the reader? How does it involve the reader in the narrative? How does that compare to the structure of Pride and Prejudice?

6. What is the role of language in the novel? What is appropriate and what is sophisticated? How does this differ from Austen?

7. What kind of journey of self-knowledge does Bridget take? Where and how does she travel and arrive? How does she compare to Elizabeth (or others)?

8. Is there a similar pattern of deceit and revelation in this novel? How does it compare to Austen?

9. How does Fielding here embrace ideas of feminism? Which ones? How are they developed? What do see as Fielding’s position on feminism?

10. If this is a novel of manners, what do we learn? What is its message? How does it operate as a guidebook for contemporary women?

11. What is the greatest disruption to Pride and Prejudice here? What does Fielding accomplish through it? 

12. What is the role of education and employment in Bridget Jones’s Diary? How does it help or hinder Bridget? In what ways? To what end? How does it differ from Austen?
