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A Room of One’s Own: Dirty Dozen

1. What is Woolf’s argument exactly? How does she argue it? Do you agree? Why or why not? Why does it take her over 100 pages?
2. What are the roles of fact, proof and evidence in Room? Does this argument hold water? Why or why not? At what points do you find these techniques especially effective or not? What is new information to you? What else would like to know?
3. What is the role of fiction and/or narrative in Room according to Woolf? According to the text? What does Woolf have to say about them? How does the text use them? Are they effective? How so?
4. How would you describe and classify Woolf’s voice and tone in Room? Does she ever write in the light of anger? What does this voice/tone accomplish for her? How does it color your reading?
5. What is the role of history in Room? What specific passages refer to and/or utilize history as part of the argument? What is the effect of history in this usage? What is its importance?
6. What is the role of the body throughout Room? Does it vary depending on the animal, class, gender of the subject? When is it whole or in part? Why is its care and feeding so important? What does this reveal about Woolf and/or her argument?
7. What is the role of class issues in Room? Where do we see them emerge and in what forms? What does this reveal about Woolf and her understanding of class? How is this issue connected to issues of sex and gender? 
8. What is the role of form, specifically at the beginning with Woolf’s use of in medias res? “(Latin for ‘into the middle of things’) is a literary and artistic technique where the narrative starts in the middle of the story instead of from its beginning. The characters, setting, and conflict are often introduced through a series of flashbacks or through characters relating past events to each other.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_medias_res).  How do we see Woolf’s experiments with form also at work here in a formal (?) essay? To what end?

9. What do you make of Woolf’s emphasis on the defining of things – bodies, spaces, sexes, animals, roles, etc? What is she trying to do here? Why does she continue to refer to this strategy? What does it accomplish for her and for the text?
10. What does Room have to say about sex, gender and androgyny? Do you agree? How does she support these ideas? Is it adequate and convincing? What is the process of her argument and at what does she arrive?
11. What does Woolf say about the use of emotion and objectivity? Where? What is surprising about this argument? Does it make sense? Does she follow it or provide a good example of it? Where?
12. Consider the following response to Woolf by Olive Moore, a second-generation British woman modernist:

Five hundred a year and a Room of one’s Own. If creative achievement were a matter of a room of one’s own, then since the first dawn in which the first woman was pushed to safety in the first cave, she should have been the world’s creative artist. 
At no time in the world’s history has woman been without a room of her own. But it has always been the kitchen. Then write on the kitchen table! Paint on the kitchen walls! Draw on the kitchen floor! Carve into shape the pastry and the butter! And so she would have had it been essential to her nature. 
The bitter story of the Arts urges one to ask what man has ever had a room of his own that he did not have to earn with cadging, pandering, humiliation, fill with wives and children and bailiffs, and still produce by the spirit-alchemy of sweat and desire the works he is remembered by? 

As though England were not honeycombed with passive aesthetically sterile women of all ages, in rooms of their own ranging from five hundred to five thousand a year! Possibly it produces a local (village) industry. That is as much as five hundred a year will produce anywhere. 
To the creative artist 500 is not enough. It must be five millions. Or five pence.

What do you make of Moore’s response? Do you agree? What do you make of her emotion? Argument? What does it do to Woolf’s argument in Room?
