Final Exam Questions:  8:00

Sonnets

1. According to Shakespeare's Sonnet 116, what are the characteristics of 
love, or, rather, of what love is not?

2. What is the tone, pun, turn and irony of a particular sonnet.
3. Discuss the recurring themes in the sonnets.  (What themes appeared in two or more of the sonnets?  What themes appeared in all the sonnets?)

Twelfth Night

1. Do you feel that Andrew or Toby is a clown? Explain.

2. How are gender roles treated through Viola’s character and the relationship between Antonio and Sebastian?

3. Is Malvolio’s character a fool or a clown? Explain.

4. If you could change the way Twelfth Night ended, how would you have it end and why?  What would happen to each of the characters?

Much Ado About Nothing

1. Why is Don John so angry about Claudio’s marriage to Hero? What does it benefit him to disrupt their wedding?

2. How is Hero treated as a possession? Is she shown any human respect?

3. Does Beatrice conform or rebel against socially prescribed gender roles? Does her position or attitude change during the course of the play?

Henry V

1. How does Henry V deal with the issues of the performance of self?

2. Explain the relationship between Henry and the common folk. How are they treated? Why does Henry make appeals directly to them? Is one using the other? If so, to what ends?

3. What does Henry achieve by talking to the troops in disguise?

Richard III

1. How does Richard’s maliciousness manifest differently when targeted at men than at women?

2. How does the trickery and ambition of Richard III compare to Twelfth Night?

3. What is the role of women in Richard III?  How does this parallel the 
roles of women in other the other plays we have read?

4. Why is Richard III considered a morality play?  What is the message?

Titus Andronicus

1. What gender roles are exemplified in the female characters?

2. What is the function of Young Lucius in the play and film?

3. What is Titus’ tragic flaw? Does he ever receive retribution?

4. Explain the definition of revenge as it applies to Titus Andronicus. 

Hamlet

1. Why did Hamlet delay his revenge? What were the reasons behind it? Is this his tragic flaw?

2. How is Ophelia used/manipulated by the characters and by Shakespeare?

3. How does Claudius compare to Richard III?

4. Is Hamlet really mad? What is the purpose of his madness in the play and by the play?

5. Was Gertrude innocent? Does this matter? What is the difference if we see her as innocent or guilty?

6. Who is more tragic, Ophelia or Lavinia?

7. What are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern really guilty of? Why do they die?

8. What are Polonius’ motives? How does he figure or is used in the play?

9. How does Hamlet compare to Laertes?

10. How do dreams and the supernatural compare?

11. How do the different interpretations of Hamlet’s “to be or not to be” speech change the meaning?

12. Do you think Hamlet is blaming his mother or himself for his mishaps in life? Explain.

13. How do the issues of death and mourning compare to Twelfth Night?

14. What does this play suggest about human nature?

The Tempest
1. What are the parallels between Prospero and Antonio, and Antonio and Sebastian?

2. Is Prospero justified in seeking retribution or is he callous and cruel in treating Ariel and Caliban as slaves?

3. How does The Tempest compare to the tragedies?

4. Would you consider Ariel or Prospero a hero and why?

5. What is the role of the storm/tempest in the play?

6. In what ways are the characters monstrous? Do they have any redeeming qualities? Are any characters truly monsters?

7. In The Tempest, Shakespeare incorporates only one woman, Miranda.  What 
is her role, and how does this parallel Shakespeare's incorporation of women 
in the other plays we have read?

Global

1. How does the idea of revenge compare in two or more plays?

2. How does the idea of kingship compare in two or more plays?

3. How do the ideas of eavesdropping and disguise compare in two or more plays?

4. In general, how do Branagh and the BBC portray Shakespeare’s plays?

5. Are Shakespeare’s writings still relevant in today’s social and political contexts?

6. Discuss the different roles of religious thought in the plays we have 
discussed.  What does this say about Shakespeare and his metamorphosis as a writer?

7. Explain the function of a tragic hero as opposed to a hero in Shakespeare's 
plays.

8. Most of Shakespeare's plays, whether they are tragedies, romances, or comedies, have an element of humor. Aside from those which are comedies, how does comedy function and what does it add to these plays?

