Final Exam Questions:  9:30

Sonnets

1. What is the importance of nature imagery in the sonnets?

2. What is the function of form and/or rhyme in a Shakespearean sonnet?

3. How does the understanding and interpretation of the sonnets help or influence understanding and interpretation of the plays?

4. How do the ideas of immortality and time play out in the sonnets?

5. What is the emphasis on language and writing in the sonnets?

6. Choose a recurring theme in the sonnets and compare it to one of the 
plays.  Explain how this theme might have been important in 
Shakespeare's time.

Twelfth Night

1. Discuss the difference between a fool and a clown and give an example

2. Discuss the gender confusion in Twelfth Night.

3. Give and explain an example of justice in Twelfth Night.

4. Discuss the issues of gender raised in Twelfth Night.

5. How does Feste's character add to or detract from the main plot of
Twelfth Night?

6. Who is excluded from the comic resolution of the play? What would be lost from the play if he were omitted?

7. How is the second plot of comedy, with Malvolio as the fool (or clown) tie into the main plot.  What might be some reasons for having a second plot like this.

Much Ado About Nothing

1. What were some of the love conflicts in Much Ado and what did they bring about?

2. Compare/contrast the love between Claudio and Hero and Benedick and Beatrice.

3. What purpose do Dogberry and Verges serve?

4. Why is there so much revenge in a play about love?

5. Who is the real monster here? Explain.

6. Is there a difference between tricks and mistakes in this play?

7. Is Beatrice and Benedick’s relationship based on true love or trickery?

8. How is Don John necessary to Much Ado? Explain.

Henry V

1. What is the purpose of the chorus in Henry V?

2. Discuss whether or not Henry is a good king and why.

3. Is Henry a just character? Explain.

4. Does Henry V reflect the nobility of war? Explain.

Richard III

1. Is Richard evil? Does nature or nurture play a role?

2. Discuss the role of women in Richard III.

3. Is there a hero in this play or is every character evil in some way?

4. Compare/contrast Richard to Henry.

5. Discuss how R3 is a morality play using evidence from the text.

Titus Andronicus

1. Explain why Titus is a revenge tragedy.

2. Is there anyone in Titus who is not a monster? Why or why not?

3. Compare/contrast Titus to Richard III as a revenge tragedy.

4. What does the rape scene say about women especially as Lavinia is killed by her father? How does it compare to what happens to Hero in Much Ado?

5. Who is at fault for the death and destruction in Titus? 

6. What was the message about the beginning of Titus when the young Lucius
was destroying is food and toys?

7. Discuss who held the most power in Titus. Justify your answer using specific examples from the text or movie.

8. Compare and contrast Tamara and Titus as avengers.

9. Discuss a symbol from the Titus film and its significance for the
story as a whole.

Hamlet

1. What is Hamlet’s tragic flaw? Explain.

2. Is Hamlet crazy? What is the cause and purpose of his madness?

3. When does Ophelia become mad? What is the cause and purpose of her madness?

4. What is Hamlet’s perception of death? How does it change?

5. Explain the relationship between Gertrude and Hamlet and its effect?

6. What is the role of the ghost?

7. What is the status of Claudius’ conscience?

8. What is Polonius’ role? Why does he die? What is the purpose of his character and of his death?

9. Compare/contrast Hamlet and Laertes (and Fortinbras).

10. Compare/contrast Hamlet and Ophelia’s relationship to Hamlet and Gertrude’s relationship.

11. Compare/contrast Gertrude and Claudius to Richard and Anne.

The Tempest

1. Are there any true monsters here? Explain.

2. Compare the successful rape of Lavinia in Titus to the unsuccessful
"ravaging" of Miranda by Caliban in Tempest. What do these acts say about
the role of women in the plays?

3. Is Caliban better or worse off from the beginning of The Tempest to the end?

4. What characters do we see struggle the most with revenge and forgiveness? Does any character actually get revenge?

Global

1. How is spying/disguise used in two or more plays?

2. How is gender presented and used in two or more plays?

3. How is revenge used in two or more plays?

4. Define the monster or monstrous in Shakespeare and use examples from two or more plays to explain.

