ENGL 3267/WMST 3267:  Final Project Assignment

For your final project, worth 100 points, you have several options. Each requires the inclusion of all five texts you have read throughout the course equally throughout the project.  Final projects are due on or before the last day of class, Friday, August 10th. No late projects will be accepted.

1. You may choose to write a formal, analytical paper, approximately 6 – 8 pages in length and utilizing a Works Cited page. I expect you to use the guidelines outlined in the Writing Packet and/or the MLA Handbook. This paper should be centered around a single thesis which is proven through the use of each of the five texts. The thesis may be concerned with a theme or trope present in the novels, the form or experimentalism of the novels, or consistent questions which arise from the novels. A sophisticated, interesting question can stand as a thesis. This (and all other questions raised during the course of the paper) should be answered in or by the conclusion. Read over the questions on the front page of the syllabus as impetus for your thesis. Remember that this is an argumentative paper and that the thesis must be contestable (have more than one side or answer). 

2. You may choose a creative project (screen/stage play, poem or poem cycle, fiction). It must be original work and include a 1 –2 page analysis of the project, its vision, and the purpose and process of the method used to create it. It should utilize and incorporate aspects of each of the five texts read for the course. For example, you could write a screenplay using a character from each of the novels. Or, you could write a poem cycle concerned with a universal topic from the novels (say, maternity) with each part of the cycle focusing on the perspective of one of the characters from each of the five novels. Regardless, form and vision should be apparent in the final product, and it is here that your analysis of the project is so helpful and crucial.

3. I also encourage projects which incorporate the ideas and issues of these texts into the ideas and issues of your subject area. Specific discussions of each of the five texts and their links to your subject area are required. For example, you could demonstrate how you might teach each of these books to a high school class; or, you might discuss how you would deal with issues in each of the texts and why these issues would be so difficult and pivotal to that audience. Or, you could discuss what we learn about sociological issues from these texts. Regardless, your final project should revolve around a consistent theme, idea, or goal, and it should utilize something from each novel in the process. 

Final project proposals are due on or before Friday, August 3. Please email me at dickinsr@colorado.edu or visit me during office hours.

