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Human Body and Identity

The Human Body and Identity English/Biology block course considers English literature, biological science, and the interplay between the two to investigate how we as humans understand ourselves as species, race, gender and individuals. Understanding our identity often begins with our origin stories. Thus, we will begin by examining various origin models such as those provided to us by literature and by science, starting with scientific understandings presented by Charles Darwin’s Theory of Evolution by Natural Selection and proceeding to insights provided by modern genetics and genomics, in order to explore how our ideas of identity have changed over the past four – five hundred years. 

· Unit One, Identity as Human, incorporates ideas about the scientific method, design, natural selection and phylogeny into a discussion of the following literary texts: Origin of Species, Paradise Lost, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, and Frankenstein. 

· Unit Two, Identity as Race, considers ideas about how we identify ourselves as race, how our understanding of race is reflected in both literature and science, how our understanding of race has changed and how this new understanding is reflected in literature.  We will explore the eugenics movement, trace our genetic ancestry and explore the novels Heart of Darkness and The God of Small Things. 

· Unit Three, Identity as Gender, examines the biological and social aspects of sex (and gender) determination. We will analyze our own chromosomes, perhaps testosterone, side-by-side with the novel, Written on the Body, and Shakespeare’s play, Twelfth Night. 

· Unit Four, Identity as Individuals, explores ideas about what it means to be an individual.  Here, we explore the biology and literature which tries to explain why we are who we are as individuals; why siblings are more similar than cousins and why “identical twins” are more similar than normal siblings.  We will identify ourselves in lab using DNA fingerprinting and explore through literature such as Dracula and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde as well as the films Blade Runner and Gattica  how we have made sense of the outward expression of the individual. 

Texts*

Paradise Lost, John Milton (also available online)


The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, William Blake (also available online)

Frankenstein, Mary Shelley

Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad


The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy


Dracula, Bram Stoker


Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson (also available online)


Origin of Species, Charles Darwin
* Additional readings from popular scientific literature will be made available online or in class.

In fact, many of the course readings are only available online. When online texts are assigned, it is assumed that you will bring a printed copy to class whenever possible. Please let us know if this will be unmanageable for you. 
Course Requirements: 

In addition to being present at and prepared for class by having completed all of the scheduled assignments and bringing assigned texts and projects to class, students are expected to complete the assignments for the course listed below and online in Google docs. Many assignments will be submitted electronically. Please talk with me during the first week of the semester if this is impracticable for you.

The breakdown of the course assignments is as follows:

	Component
	Percent of total grade

	Response Papers
	10%

	Daily Assignments and quizzes
	10%

	Weekly written concept assignments.
	10 %

	Laboratory reports. 
	10 %

	Group Project
	

	        Presentation
	15%

	        Written essay and evaluation
	15%

	        Final Examination
	15%

	Participation
	15 %

	Total
	100 %


1. Participation: 

In order to fully participate in this course, you must read the material, be present in class, and contribute to class discussions. We will be preparing specific questions/topics of discussion to help facilitate your preparation for discussion. Participation credits are also earned through participation in discussion on WebCT. We will also be posting class announcements here as well. Other participation possibilities include keeping an analytical journal of the readings and discussions (this is a great way to draft ideas for the response papers), online discussions and meeting with us during office hours. Mostly, your job is to show us that you are thinking about and engaging with what we’re reading and discussing. Please be aware that disruptive and/or abusive behavior negatively affects your participation grade.

2. Final Examination: 

For your final examination, you will work with a small group of students throughout the semester to track developments in science and literature in order to answer the questions: How is identity determined? What are the determining factors? And, what are the consequences of these determining factors? The exam will include individual tests, a group presentation and formal writing assignments.
Attendance Policy:  As this is a discussion and participation-based course, your attendance and preparation for all lectures and labs are necessary. Attendance, therefore, is required, and no absences are considered excused. You can expect that four absences will lower your course grade one full letter grade and that seven absences will result in an automatic failure of the course. Attendance sign-in sheets will be distributed at the beginning of each class. It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. 

· Student Athletes: Please be advised that it is against NCAA policy for a student athlete to miss class in order to attend a practice.  If your practice schedule conflicts with this class, you need to see your adviser in order to change sections.  For games and travel, if you must miss class in order to participate, you may receive credit for homework and papers due on the relevant dates if you do the following: (1) provide me with documentation that you are required to miss a class prior to the date you will be absent, and (2) submit in advance any homework or papers that fall due on the date that you will be absent.  
Late Assignments: All assignments are due in class on the date assigned unless prior arrangement is made with Renee or Bob. Should life intervene (medical or personal emergency) and you are unable to submit the assignment on time, please contact one or both of us via email or office phone as soon as possible. Please provide documentation whenever possible. All other late assignments will drop 10% per class day after the due date.
Grading Scale Used to Assign Final Grades: The following letter grade equivalents will be used at the end of the semester to determine your final grade for the course: 
· 90-100 % 
= 
A 

· 80-89 %  
= 
B 

· 70-79 %  
= 
C 

· 60-69 %  
= 
D 

· 0-59 %   
= 
F

Grading Policy     

Evaluation Criteria for Papers, Exams and Essays 

C Adequately fulfills requirements, but lacks the detail or not as fully discussed as a B paper.      

B Fulfills requirements more than adequately. For example, has full and clear explanations, defends statements by citing examples or evidence, identifies more implicit assumptions, etc. (This is not intended as a complete list. See assignment handouts and rubrics for more detailed information).      

A Like a B paper, but does more than fully and accurately say what was given in readings or lecture.  For example: 1) Incorporates additional course information that was not required, or 2) Makes a personal discovery--arrives at a novel insight (for you) that was not given in reading or lecture, but rather grew out of a deep, thoughtful analysis or synthesis with other readings, lectures, courses, news, etc. In other words, you add your own creative thought to a full understanding of the thoughts of others.     

D and F One or more parts of the assignment missing or inadequate. Not using or incorrectly using concepts, procedures, or skills we have practiced in the course; the more we have practiced, the more serious the defect.     

Participation  

C - Present and prepared at the beginning of classes. Paying attention to whoever is addressing the class. Contributing equally to group work.     

A-B Volunteering comments and thoughtful questions in class. Helping other students learn.  Encouraging others to participate.    

D-F Absent, late, or unprepared for class. Disrupting the class (e.g. talking inappropriately, entering late, leaving early, beeping cell phones).

Plagiarism: As you can imagine, there are a lot of sources for college papers. Plagiarism can include direct copying of material, the paraphrasing of material and/or the theft of an idea. Please document all sources carefully and correctly! Refer to the Radford Honor Code and the writing guidelines discussed in class, in the Writing Packet, and in The Everyday Writer for details regarding the definition, use and consequences of plagiarism. In this course, plagiarism will result in a Verbal or Written Warning or the filing of Judicial Charges, all of which include the participation of the Dean’s Office. See http://lib.radford.edu/tutorial/XI/examp.asp for examples of plagiarism.

· University Honor Code: By accepting admission to Radford University, each student makes a commitment to understand, support, and abide by the University Honor Code without compromise or exception. This class will be conducted in strict observance of the Honor Code. For details, familiarize yourself with the links on Academic Integrity on the following page maintained by the Office of the Dean of Students: http://www.radford.edu/%7Edos-web/academicintegrity.htm.

Cell Phones:  Cell phones are not to be used in class.  Receiving or sending phone calls or text messages is inappropriate.  Please make sure your cell phones have been turned off before the class or lab starts.  Any cell phone disturbance, intentional or accidental, will result in a spontaneous quiz for the entire class.

Learning Assistance and Resource Center (LARC):  The LARC is located in Walker Hall 125 and can assist all students with drafting, writing and editing papers. Hours: M – F, 9 – 5. Call (540) 831-7704 or email larc@radford.edu to make an appointment. IM: RULARCappt.
Disability Resource Office (DRO): Students with disabilities must complete the required paperwork in order to receive accommodation in this class. The DRO is located in Tyler
Course Outline:  The course outline is available on Google docs. You will receive an invitation to share this document with us. It is your responsibility to check this site regularly for updates.

FINALS: At this time, we have two final exam periods reserved. Please plan to attend both of them until further notice. 

MWF, 11:00 Class: Wednesday, May 6th, 8 - 10 a.m. 
T/R 9:30 Class: Tuesday, May 5th, 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
