Masterpieces of British Literature

ENGL 1500-001
Mid-Term Paper Assignment and Topics


For your mid-term paper, you will analyze two or more of the texts we have read so far this term. In a sense, it will be an extended response paper as you are expected to have read the texts thoroughly and analyze them based on a specific question, query or position. In fact, you may want to use your response papers as fodder for your mid-term. 


Unlike your response papers, though, your final paper should begin where your response papers end: your conclusion becomes your thesis. Remember that a thesis must be contestable, must be something that needs to be proven true or false. So, when you begin to devise the argument for your paper, think about your position on the ideas within the texts. What is most interesting to you about these texts? Where do you find connections and contradictions in these texts? What are the emergent themes or tropes in these texts, and where do you find these ideas emerging (= textual evidence)? Why are these ideas (and especially your conclusions about them) so important? Answering these questions will help you craft a thesis that takes a position on the texts that is arguable, provable, and interesting. If it feels like you’re sticking your neck out, good; that’s exactly where it should be.


The meat of your paper is evident in how you prove your thesis. Remember that the texts are your data. For this paper, I would like you to not do any outside research, but I would like you instead to rely solely on your own analysis of the texts. In this framework, I will be looking primarily at your analytical (thinking) skills as well as your writing skills. Remember that you do not need to spend time summarizing the plots. Instead of telling me what happened, tell me what you think about what happened.


I strongly encourage you to refer to the writing packet available at the reserve desk in Norlin as a guide to preparing each part of your paper. I expect your paper to be mechanically correct, argumentatively strong, and textually grounded. Also, please bring any questions and suggestions to me during office hours or send them to me via email. I cannot proof complete drafts, but am more than willing to talk about your argument and its support. If you would like to create your own paper topic, please submit it in writing on Monday, February 24 with your thesis and outline.


Your thesis (and subsequent outline if you can provide it) is due Monday, February 24. Your mid-term of five - six pages plus a Works Cited page (see the writing packet or the MLA Guide) is due during class on Monday, March 3. Please do not email it to me. 

Paper Topic Suggestions:

1. Thematic

Much like we have done in class, choose one theme that you see represented in both of the texts (i.e. nature, gender, imagination, madness). Locate specific passages in which you see this theme developed in the texts. Based on these passages, what can you conclude about this theme in each text? Based on these conclusions, what can you conclude about these two texts together? Do they agree? Conflict? Build upon each other? To what end? Most importantly, what do you make of these conclusions? Why is it important or significant that these two texts develop this theme in these ways?

2. Character Analysis

Choose characters from two of the texts to discuss. What are the crucial qualities, conflicts, choices, and/or developments of these characters? In what specific sites of the texts do you locate the main issues for these characters? In what ways do these two characters or texts talk to each other? What can you conclude about these characters and/or about (these types of) characters in the modern novel? What are the authors attempting or accomplishing through them? 

3. Form and Structure

Why are these texts so difficult to read? Why are they so metaphysical? In choosing two texts to analyze, discuss their form and structure and what these authors attempt and/or accomplish using specific sites from the texts as evidence. Think specifically about what the form and/or structure of these texts tells us about the texts and the ideas, people, and places within them.
4. Major/Interest Analysis

Based on your expertise from your major/interest, choose two texts to analyze within that context. For example, you could look at the physical geography of two texts. Or the psychology of the characters (or authors as demonstrated through the texts). Regardless, you must include some explanation of the theories you are using to analyze the texts, and the texts must be the primary sites of analysis (not the theories themselves). Be sure to still provide a conclusion, which argues the significance of such an analysis and of your findings.

