BIO 104/ENGL 202

Human Body & Identity
Dickinson/Sheehy

Original Origin Story Assignment

In the first unit of our course, Identity as Human, we will be reading and discussing multiple origin stories from various cultures and disciplines. One culmination of our thinking about origin stories will be to write the story of our own origins. Here are a few things to consider:

1. Do you know your genealogical history? How far back can you trace your family tree (biological, adoptive and/or assumed). How important is it to you that your family “came over on the Mayflower,” for example, or that your grandmother is part Cherokee? Are there any important stories of family members, their origin and/or their immigration that give identity to you or your family? Are there cultural artifacts or stories about your family that serve as evidence for your identity of origin?

2. Do you know your birth story? If not, is there someone you can ask about it? How important is your birth and/or birth order in your family to your family story and to yourself? 

3. Are there biological factors that contribute to your origin identity such as, “I have my great-grandfather’s red hair”? 

4. Are there other factors that determine your identity such as birth order and/or sibling relationships, ethnicity, religion, nationality, etc? 

As you think about and free write on your answers to these questions, think, too, about how comfortable you are with your origin story, how it positions you in society, how much control you have over it, and/or how you respond to other people’s usage of it.

Think, too, about the origin stories we have read. How does your own origin story correspond or not? How does it fit in with the elements of origin stories we identified and discussed in class or not? 

Then, for this assignment, write a two-page version of your origin story. You may use one of the origin stories we read in class as a model or create your own narrative structure which corresponds with the nature of your own origin story. Outline or cluster the details of your story and organize them in a logical manner (often, they are chronological). Be as specific as possible in your description and use of detail so that others can see and feel the story along with you. 

Your paper should be:

- at least two pages long

- double-spaced with one-inch margins and in a Times New Roman or similar font

DUE: Tuesday, February 3rd 
