Masterpieces of British Literature

ENGL 1500
Response Papers


For four of the pairs of texts that we read, you will write a response paper in which you analyze these texts informally.  The response papers are just that, a response. This is more than a reaction to the text by the inclusion of your thoughtful analysis. This requires the use and accurate citation of the text (see further information in the Writing Packet or in the MLA Handbook).


Before you begin writing, think about what struck you as interesting about the texts. What was surprising? What was made more clear or confusing by our class discussions? What questions were raised for you? What pieces of the texts were pivotal in grounding your interpretation? Do you agree with how the texts were interpreted and/or discussed in class? On what grounds (textual) do you base your critique?


In your response paper, focus on analyzing the texts. Avoid summary or description (book report), critique (book review) or opinion (likes/dislikes). Instead, identify specific moments of your interpretation of the texts and discuss the impact and consequences of the interpretation. Begin to ask questions that could become positions for a paper; begin to play with what you can conclude about the ideas raised in your response.


Be sure to discuss the two texts as equally as possible. This is not a simple comparison/contrast paper. Think about what is accomplished through the revision/response to the “masterpiece” (i.e. How does “Shakespeare in Love” respond to Twelfth Night?). Since you have a lot to work with, it may help to focus on a moment, character, or theme/motif in each text. Think about these partners as in dialogue with each other. What do they say? How do they respond? To what end?

Feel free to email your response papers to me by 9 a.m. on or before the due dates as a Word document/attachment or within the body of your message:  dickinsr@colorado.edu. 

