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Introduction to Expository Writing
I knew a man who was a great mountain climber. One day, a friend asked him, “What’s the best training for mountain climbing? Biking? Weights?” The man looked at him, mystified, and said, “The best training for climbing is climbing.” So, too, the best training for writing is writing. In this class we will write and write and write. We will cross-train by writing in different modes and genres, from free-writing to non-fiction narratives to formal argumentative essays. Our mission here is to become better writers and to be able to write successfully for multiple audiences (professors and professionals). Charge!
Primary Texts:*
The Blair Reader: Exploring Contemporary Issues, Kirszner & Mandell
The Everyday Writer, Andrea Lunsford
*In addition, all students will be required to attend one artistic/cultural event and view one film outside of class. 
Course Requirements: 

In addition to being present at and prepared for class by having completed all of the scheduled reading and writing assignments and bringing those texts to class, students are expected to complete the other assignments for the course listed below. All due dates are listed in bold in the Course Outline which follows. I will also be asking that many if not most assignments are submitted electronically and that each student participate in Web CT discussion. Please talk with me during the first week of the semester if this is impracticable for you.
The breakdown of the course assignments is as follows:
Focus Questions (25)


125 points



Participation 



100 points

Papers
(4)



400 points

Final Reflection


  50 points

TOTAL



675 points

1. Focus Questions: 25 at 5 points each

Focus questions are one way to contribute to our class discussion and ensure that we discuss issues that are crucial to your reading and understanding of the texts. For each day that that they are assigned please submit via email or Web CT by 8 a.m. that day a set of focus questions consisting of one paragraph about each assigned reading that culminates in your focus question about the text.  For each reading assignment, the paragraph should introduce your question about the text that demonstrates your thinking about the text, refers specifically to the texts, and exhibits your reading and analysis of all the assigned reading for that class period. Late focus questions will not be accepted.
2. Participation: 100 points

In order to fully participate in this course, you must read the material, be present in class, and contribute to class discussions. I will be preparing specific questions/topics of discussion to help facilitate your preparation for discussion. Participation credits are also earned through participation in discussion on Web CT. Other participation possibilities include keeping an analytical journal of the readings and discussions (this is a great way to draft ideas for the response papers), meeting with me during office hours, and additional response papers as announced in class or by email. Mostly, your job is to show me that you are thinking about and engaging with what we’re reading and discussing. Please be aware that disruptive and/or abusive behavior negatively affects your participation grade.
3. Papers: 4  at 100 points

These essays, of varying lengths will explore the readings and experiences of the class in four forms: personal narrative, observation and description, analysis and persuasion, and evaluation. Possible paper topics will be distributed in class prior to the due date. If you choose to write on another topic, submit it to me in writing (email/Web CT is fine) at least one week prior to the due date, and attach this proposal and my response to your paper. Please refer to the information given in class, in The Everyday Writer, and in the Writing Packet on Web CT for grammar, format and content requirements. Again, these assignments should be posted to Web CT by class time on the day due.
4. Final Reflection: 1 at 50 points
For your final examination, you will submit a self-reflective paper on the pieces you’ve written this semester and on your development as a writer. You will need to refer to each paper, and often individual drafts of a paper, as part of your reflection. Please remember to save all drafts of each assignment.
Attendance Policy:  As this is a discussion and participation-based course, your attendance and preparation are necessary. Attendance, therefore, is required, and no absences are considered excused. You can expect that four absences will lower your course grade one full letter grade and that nine absences will result in an automatic failure of the course. Attendance sign-in sheets will be distributed at the beginning of each class. It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. 

Late Papers: All assignments are due in class on the date assigned unless prior arrangement is made with me. Should life intervene (medical or personal emergency) and you are unable to submit the assignment on time, please contact me via email or phone as soon as possible. Please provide documentation whenever possible. All other late papers will drop 10% per class day after the due date.
Revisions of all papers will be accepted. Prior to revision, students must meet with me to review my notes and to discuss revision strategies. These papers must be received (with the original paper attached) by the last day of class (December 7).

Plagiarism: As you can imagine, there are a lot of sources for literature papers. Plagiarism can include direct copying of material, the paraphrasing of material and/or the theft of an idea. Please document all sources carefully and correctly! Refer to the Radford Honor Code and the writing guidelines discussed in class, in the Writing Packet, and in The Everyday Writer for details regarding the definition, use and consequences of plagiarism. In this course, plagiarism will result in a Verbal or Written Warning or the filing of Judicial Charges, all of which include the participation of the Dean’s Office. See http://lib.radford.edu/tutorial/XI/examp.asp for examples of plagiarism.
Learning Assistance and Resource Center (LARC):  The LARC is located in Walker Hall 125 and can assist all students with drafting, writing and editing papers. Hours: M – F, 9 – 5. Call (540) 831-7704 or email larc@radford.edu to make an appointment. IM: RULARCappt.
Disability Resource Office (DRO): Students with disabilities must complete the required paperwork in order to receive accommodation in this class. The DRO is located in Tyler Hall, Lower Level 34, 831-6350, Fax (540) 831-6525, dro@radford.edu. 
Course Outline:

Week One:

AUG
20:  Introductions. Sign up for office hours and presentations. 

22:  School. Read: “The First Day” (124-8). Due: Student 
Information Sheet, Focus Question #1. 
24:  Family. Read: “Once More to the Lake” (23-29). Due: Focus Question #2.
Week Two:

27:  Identity. Read: “The Unauthorized Autobiography of Me” (47-55). Due: Focus 
Question #3.

29:  Nature and death. Read: “The Deer at Providencia” (711-715) and “Shooting an 

Elephant” (715). Due: Focus Question #4.
31:  Politics and free speech. Read: “A Chill Wind is Blowing in This Nation” (206-210). 
Due: Focus Question #5. 
Week Three:

SEP
  3:  About peer conferencing. Due: Zero draft of Personal Narrative. Sign up for peer 

conference time.
  5:  Read: “Let it Snow” (handout). Due: Focus Question #6.
  6: African Cultures Festival: 5:00 – Artist reception, Gallery 205; 
7:00 – lecture, Flossie Martin Gallery; 7:30 – dance performance, Albig Studio 
Theater, Peters Hall
  7: No class. Peer conferencing.
Week Four:

10: No class. Peer conferencing.
12: No class. Peer conferencing.
14: Revisit: “Once More to the Lake” (23-29) and “Shooting an 

Elephant” (715). Due: Final Draft of Paper #1: Personal Narrative, Focus 
Question #7.
Week Five:

17: Read: “Friendly Skies” (handout). Due: Focus Question #8.
19: Read: “Who Shot Mohammed al-Dura?” (257-271). Due: Focus Question #9.

Evening lecture on Darfur: 7 – 9 p.m., Cook 107
21: Read: “Coming Into the Country” (447-449). Due: Focus Question #10.
Week Six:

24: Read: “The Things They Carried” (handout). Due: Focus Question #11.
26: Read: “The Key to My Father” (56-60). Due: Focus Question #12.
28: Read: “On Dumpster Diving” (454-464). Due: Focus Question #13. Homework: An 
Other Experience.
Week Seven:
OCT
  1: Otherness. Read: “Two Kinds” (465-475). Due: Focus Question #14.

  3: DUE: Zero draft of paper #2: Observation/Description. 
  5: Peer conferencing in class. Sign up for final draft conferences. DUE: draft of Paper 

#2: Observation/Description. All My Sons (AMS), 8 p.m.
  6: AMS, 2 and 8 p.m.

  7: AMS, 2:30
Week Eight:

  8: No class. Final Draft of Paper #2: Observation/Description due in 

conference.

10: No class. Final Draft of Paper #2: Observation/Description due in 

conference. 

11: AMS, 8 p.m.
12: Mid-term grades. Read: (handout). Due: Focus Question #15. AMS, 8 p.m.
13: AMS, 8 p.m.
Week Nine:

 
15: Introduction to Reading Art (handout). Due: Focus Question #16.
17: Read: (handout). Due: Focus Question #17.
19: Read: “Eminem is Right” (250 – 256). Due: Focus Question #18.
Week Ten:


22: Read: 2 -3 reviews/critiques on a fine or performing artist or piece of art. Due: Focus 
Question #19.
24: Due: Zero draft of Paper #3: Analysis/Persuasion.

26: No class. Peer conferencing.
Week Eleven:

29: No class. Peer conferencing.
31: No class. Peer conferencing. Eleemosynary, 8 p.m.
NOV
  1: Eleemosynary, 8 p.m.
  2: Read: “Pulp Fiction” (handout). Due: Final Draft of Paper #3: 
Analysis/Persuasion, Focus Question #20. 
Eleemosynary, 8 p.m.

  3: Eleemosynary, 2 and 8 p.m.

  4: FALL BACK.
Week Twelve:


  5: Read: “Deciphering I, Robot” (handout). Due: Focus Question #21.

  7: In-class viewing of Lost in Translation.

  9: In-class viewing of Lost in Translation. Over the weekend: watch a film for your film 

review.
Week Thirteen:

12: In-class viewing of Lost in Translation.
Read: 2 – 3 reviews of Lost in Translation. 
Due: Focus Question #22.

14: Research and read an article on your film genre. Due: Focus Question #23.

16: Read: 2 – 3 reviews of your film. Due: Focus Question #24.
November 17 – 25: Thanksgiving Break

Week Fourteen:

26: Due: Zero draft of Paper #4: Evaluation. 
28: Writing the Final Reflection. Read: (handout). Due: Focus Question #25. 

30: Peer conferencing in class. Sign up for final draft conferences. Due: Draft of Paper 

#4: Evaluation.
Week Fifteen:

DEC
  3: NO CLASS. Final Draft of Paper #4: Evaluation due in conference.
  5: NO CLASS. Final Draft of Paper #4: Evaluation due in conference.
  7: Peer conferencing in class. Due: draft of Final Reflection.
Final Reflection DUE: On the last day of class, or bring it to my office, RUSSELL 105, during our scheduled final exam time:


  9:00 class – Monday, December 10, 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

10:00 class – Thursday, December 13, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

12:00 class – Monday, December 10, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 a.m. 

No late papers will be accepted.
