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Readings in British Literature

This summer, we will be reading a wide range of British literature, from William Shakespeare to Virginia Woolf, and in the process discuss the forms of chivalry, courtship, epic and heroes/heroines from the Renaissance through the Modern periods.


Primary Texts
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad

Henry V, William Shakespeare 

Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen

Mrs. Dalloway, Virginia Woolf

Plus: Articles, stories, poems and essays to be distributed in class or via email/Web CT.
Optional Text

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th Edition. Joseph Gibaldi, ed.
Course Requirements: 

In addition to being present at and prepared for class by having completed all of the scheduled reading and writing assignments and bringing those texts to class, students are expected to complete the assignments for the course listed below. All due dates are listed in bold in the Course Outline which follows. I will also be asking that most assignments be submitted electronically and that each student participate in Web CT discussion. Please talk with me during the first week of the semester if this is impracticable for you. It is the student’s responsibility to check his/her email and Web CT account each day.
The breakdown of the course assignments is as follows:
Response Papers (4)


100 points
Focus Questions (13)


  65 points
Participation 



100 points

Final Examination


100 points
TOTAL



365 points

1. Response Papers:  5 at 25 points each

Response papers are your opportunity to pose questions, pursue ideas and concerns, and extend class discussions. Although I encourage an informal writing style, I expect them to be 2 – 3 pages in length, thoughtful and thought provoking, with accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar. Response papers should be posted to Web CT or emailed to me as a Word attachment by class time on the day due. 
2. Focus Questions: 13 at 5 points each
Focus questions are one way to contribute to our class discussion and ensure that we discuss issues that are crucial to your reading and understanding of the texts. For each day that that they are assigned please submit via email or Web CT by 9 a.m. that day a set of focus questions consisting of one paragraph about each assigned reading that culminates in your focus question about the text.  For each reading assignment, the paragraph should introduce your question about the text that demonstrates your thinking about the text, refers specifically to the texts, and exhibits your reading and analysis of all the assigned reading for that class period. Late focus questions will not be accepted.
3. Participation: 100 points

In order to fully participate in this course, you must read the material, be present in class, and contribute to class discussions. I will be preparing specific questions/topics of discussion to help facilitate your preparation for discussion as well as incorporating your focus questions. Participation credits are also earned through participation in discussion on Web CT. Other participation possibilities include keeping an analytical journal of the readings and discussions (this is a great way to draft ideas for the response papers) and meeting with me during office hours. Mostly, your job is to show me that you are thinking about and engaging with what we’re reading and discussing. 
4. Final Examination: 1 at 100 points
For your final examination, you will sit a written examination during our final time. This examination will include multiple choice, short answer and short essay questions which cover all of the material for the course. During the last week of the course, I will be soliciting questions from the class for inclusion on the exam. A list of the possible questions will be distributed on the last day of class for your review.
Attendance Policy:  As this is a discussion and participation-based course, your attendance and preparation are necessary. Attendance, therefore, is required, and no absences are considered excused. You can expect that two absences will significantly lower your course grade and that four absences will result in an automatic failure of the course. Attendance sign-in sheets will be distributed at the beginning of each class. It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. 

Late Assignments: All assignments are due in class on the date assigned unless prior arrangement is made with me. Should life intervene (medical or personal emergency) and you are unable to submit the assignment on time, please contact me via email or phone as soon as possible. Please provide documentation whenever possible. All other late assignments will drop 10% per class day after the due date.
Revisions of all papers will be accepted. Prior to revision, students must meet with me to review my notes and to discuss revision strategies. These papers must be received (with the original paper and our conference notes attached) by the last day of class (July 25).

Plagiarism: As you can imagine, there are a lot of sources for literature papers. Please document all sources carefully and correctly! Refer to the Radford Honor Code and the writing guidelines discussed in class, in the Writing Packet on Web CT, and in the MLA Handbook for details regarding the definition, use and consequences of plagiarism. In this course, plagiarism will result in a Verbal or Written Warning or the filing of Judicial Charges, all of which include the participation of the Dean’s Office. 
Course Outline:

Week One:

JUNE
25: Introductions: the course, the class, Shakespeare and Henry V (HV).

26: Read HV, Acts I – II. Due: Focus Question #1.

27: Read HV, Act III. Due: Focus Question #2.

28: Read HV, Act IV. Due: Focus Question #3.
Week Two:
JUL
2: Read HV, Act V. Due: Response Paper #1 on HV. 

3: Read “Rape of the Lock” and “St. Agnes”. Due: Focus Question #4.

4: INDEPENDENCE DAY: NO CLASS

5: Read Pride and Prejudice (PP), . Due: Focus Question #5.
Week Three:

  9: Read PP,  . Due: Focus Question #6.

10: Read PP,    . Due: Focus Question #7.

11: Read PP,    . Due: Focus Question #8.

12: Finish PP.    Due: Response Paper #2 on PP. 
Week Four:


16: Read Heart of Darkness (HOD), Due: Focus Question #9.

17: Read HOD, . Due: Focus Question #10.

18: Finish HOD. Due: Response Paper #3 on HOD. 

19: Read Mrs. Dalloway (MD), Due: Focus Question #11.
Week Five:

23: Read MD, Due: Focus Question #12 and suggested questions for the final exam.

24: Read MD, Due: Focus Question #13.

25: Finish MD. Due: Response Paper #4 on MD, all revisions.
FINAL EXAMINATION: Friday, July 27, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
